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(54) Method and apparatus for testing a radio in a base station without using a radio test unit 



(57) Testing of the operation of a radio in a base sta- 
tion of a wireless communication network may be 
achieved without removing the radio from service and 
without utilizing a separate test radio. Data concerning 



call processing activities are collected during wireless 
communications. A failure condition on an overhead or 
traffic channel of a radio is identified by suitably access- 
ing the collected data, processing the data and then 
comparing the results to expected values. 
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Description 

Field of the Invention 

5 This invention relates generally to the testing and maintenance ot a radio in a base station of a wireless commu- 

nication network. More particularly, the present invention concerns a radio testing technique that involves monitoring 
call processing activities that ordinarily occur in the course of wireless communications and determining whether those 
activities are consistent with the activities expected. 

10 Background of the Invention 

Wireless communication typically involves the transmission of information between a mobile station, such as a 
cellular telephone, pager or wireless local loop terminal, and a cell or base station which is connected to a switched 
telephone network, such as a local or long distance exchange carrier. Highly complex radios in a base station operate 
15 over overhead channels to establish and maintain a communication linkage to a mobile station and over traffic channels 
to transmit and receive information, such as voice signals, to and from the mobile station once a communication linkage 
is established. 

A separate radio test unit (RTU) is typically included in each base station of a wireless communication network, 
such as a time division multiple access (TDMA) or an analog Advanced Mobile Phone Service (AMPS) network, for 

20 purposes of testing a radio in the respective base slalion. Testing of a radio is performed indirectly by removing the 
radio from service, and then using the RTU included in the base station for identifying a failure condition in the radio. 

The high maintenance costs associated with indirectly testing a radio using an RTU do not, in practice, permit 
frequent testing of radios in base stations of a wireless network. It is very costly to remove a radio from a base station, 
test the radio and then replace the radio within the base station after testing, assuming the radio does not contain a 

25 failure condition that requires repair. Too infrequent testing of a radio, however, may result in a failure condition not 
being identified for an extended period time, thereby causing lost revenue to the wireless communication service pro- 
vider and poor service to the customer. 

Further, it is foreseen that the cost of manufacturing an RTU for inclusion in a base station will become an increas- 
ingly larger proportion of the entire cost of the base station, as technological advances continuously reduce the size 

30 of other base station components. Moreover, it is also expected that the cost of developing, testing and maintaining 
the extensive and complex software required for performing radio testing using an RTU will continue to rise with the 
development of newer and more complex wireless communication networks. 

Summary of the Invention 

35 

The present invention provides method and apparatus for identifying a failure condition in a radio of a base station 
of a wireless communication network by the evaluation of detailed statistical data concerning call processing activities 
associated with wireless communications in the network. 

In accordance with the present invention, detailed statistical data concerning selected call processing activities 
are suitably collected and stored in memories of the mobile and base stations, respectively, of a wireless network during 
the course of a wireless communication, such as a wireless telephone, paging or wireless local loop call, without 
removing a radio under test from service. These data may then be accessed for processing and comparison to expected 
values to provide for identification of whether a radio which is included in a base station of that network is operating 
properly with respect to either overhead or traffic channel operation. 
45 In one embodiment, data concerning selected call processing activities are suitably collected at a mobile station 

or a base station during the course of a wireless communication and then provided to a processor which is included 
in a base station containing a radio under test. 

In an alternative embodiment, base stations in a wireless network provide to a separate, external processor data 
concerning selected call processing activities which are suitably collected at mobile stations and transmitted to the 
5 ° base stations, and also collected at the base stations themselves, during the course of wireless communications. 

The many advantages of the present invention will be readily apparent from the detailed description and the draw- 
ings that follow. 

Description of the Drawings 

55 

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary wireless communication network in which data concerning call processing activities 
associated with wireless communications may be collected, stored and accessed for purposes of testing a radio in a 
base station of the network according to the present invention. 
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FIG. 2A illustrates a microprocessor unit of a base station including components for performing functions which 
implement the features of the present invention. 

FIG. 2B illustrates an executive cellular processor unit including components for performing functions which im- 
plement the features of the present invention. 
s FIG. 3A is a flow diagram of a method for testing downlink traffic channel operation of a radio in a base station in 

the network of FIG. 1 according to the present invention. 

FIG. 3B is a flow diagram of a method for testing uplink traffic channel operation of a radio in a base station in the 
network of FIG. 1 according.to the present invention. 

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of a method for testing paging overhead channel operation of a radio in a base station in 
1 o the network of FIG. 1 according to the present invention. 

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram ot a method for testing pilot overhead channel operation of a radio in a base station in the 
network of FIG. 1 according to the present invention. 

Detailed Description 

75 

Advanced wireless communication networks, such as, for example, the digital Code Division Multiplex Access 
(CDMA) network, are operated in conformance with communication protocols requiring and enabling base stations 
and mobile stations, along with other wireless network elements, to monitor in detail call processing activities that 
typically occur during the course of wireless communications. See TR45 Mobile Station-Base Station Compatibility 

20 Standard for Dual-Mode Wideband Spread Spectrum Cellular System PN-3118 (to be published IS-95) (Unofficial 
Ballot Version) §§ 6.4.4, 6.4.5, 7.4 and 7.6, (March 15, 1993), incorporated by reference herein, for a description of 
the call processing activities which are monitored for purposes of establishing communication linkages in a CDMA 
network. In accordance with the present invention, the data concerning call processing activities which are typically 
collected, and may additionally be collected, during wireless communications are accessed to provide for efficient and 

25 economical testing of the operation of radios in the base stations of such networks. 

FIG. 1 shows an exemplary wireless communication network 10 comprising a mobile switching center (MSC) 20, 
a plurality of base stations 40, 2 x and a plurality of mobile stations 60 1 2 . x Bv wav of example, the operation and 
structure of the components in the network 10 are explained below with reference to particular features of the commu- 
nication linkage protocol IS-95 associated with a CDMA network. It is to be understood that other presently existing 

30 wireless networks, such as TDMA and analog AMPS networks, may be configured by one skilled in the art to operate 
in conformance with a protocol which similarly requires and allows for the collection and storage of data concerning 
call processing activities, and that these data may be advantageously accessed for testing a radio in those networks 
in accordance with the inventive technique explained below. 

The MSC 20 suitably includes an executive cellular processor unit (ECP) 22 connected to a cellular switch 24 and 

35 a memory 26. The plurality of base stations 40 1 2 x comprises a plurality of microprocessor units 42 1 2 .. x connected to 
a plurality of radio modules 42 1 2 x and a plurality of memories 46 1>2 __ x , respectively. The plurality of radio modules 
42-, 2 x suitably comprise at least one group of a plurality of radios 42j jf respectively. For example, the radio module 
42-, may comprise the radios 42 li1t 42^2-42, iX . The plurality of mobile stations 60-, 2 x comprises a plurality of micro- 
processor units 62t 2 x connected to a plurality of mobile radios 64 1 2 x and a plurality of memories 66-j 2 x , respectively. 

40 a plurality of transmission facilities 30 1 2 x connect the plurality of microprocessor units 42-, . 2 .... x < respectively, to 

the cellular switch 24. The cellular switch 24 also is typically connected to one or more publicly switched telephone 
networks, such as a local or long distance exchange carrier, not shown. 

FIG. 2A shows an exemplary embodiment of the microprocessor unit 42-, as individual functional blocks. The 
functions these blocks represent may be provided for through the use of either shared or dedicated hardware, including 

4 5 but not limited to hardware capable of executing software. In a preferred embodiment, the microprocessor unit 42 1 
may suitably comprise the functional blocks of a detector 50^ and a radio test indicator bA A connected to a processor 
56 1 . The processor 56 1 is also connected to the radio module 44 1 and the memory 46-, in a conventional manner. The 
functions of the blocks in the microprocessor unit 42 v which may suitably include collecting and evaluating data con- 
cerning selected call processing activities for testing the operation of the radios in the base station 40-, in accordance 

50 with the inventive technique and indicating the results of these tests, are described in further detail below and may 
also be provided by a single shared processor. Such a processor may comprise a standard digital signal processor 
and would include read only memory for storing software and performing the operations discussed below Other suitable 
embodiments may be readily implemented by those of ordinary skill in the art. 

The detector 50^ may be any suitable device that detects, based on call processing activities occurring at the 

5 5 processor 56, , the transmission of message signals between the base station 40^ and a mobile station in the network 
10. The detector 50 v for example, may suitably detect the presence of a wireless communication involving a radio in 
the base station 40^ . The indicator 54 1 may be any suitable device, such as a light emitting diode or audio alarm, which 
provides a visual or audible indication concerning the identification of a failure condition for a radio in the radio module 
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44-,. Alternatively the indicator 54-, may provide for the transmission of a message signal to a base station controller, 
not shown, in the network 1 0 which causes a suitable message to be displayed on a video display of a microprocessor 
unit which is used for monitoring wireless network operation. The processor 56, may be any suitable microprocessor 
or microcontroller that interchanges data with the detector 50, , the indicator 54, , the memory 46, and the radios 44! , , 
5 44 i.2> 44 i.x in tne radio module 44-, using conventional techniques. It is to be understood that the components 
included in the microprocessor unit 42, may be similarly included in the ECP 22 and the other microprocessor units 
42 2 .3. . x or 62, 2 

FIG. 2B shows a preferred embodiment of the ECP 22 in generalized block diagram form which includes compo- 
nents for performing the operations described below in accordance with the inventive technique. The ECP 22 suitably 

to comprises a radio operation indicator 34 connected to a processor 36, which also is connected to the switch 24 and 
the memory 26. The indicator 34 is constructed and operates in a manner similar to the indicator 54,. The processor 
36 may be any suitable microprocessor or microcontroller similar to that utilized for the processor 56-, above. 

The cellular switch 24 in the MSC 20 operates in conjunction with the processor 36 for switching message signals, 
such as overhead and traffic message signals, between the ECP 22 of the MSC 20 and base stations in the network 

*5 10 or a publicly switched telephone network. According to a typical wireless network protocol, such as CDMA, the 
processor 36 processes message signals received from, or for transmission to, a base station in the network 10 or a 
publicly switched telephone network in order to establish a wireless communication linkage between a mobile station 
in the network 10 and a calling party or called party inside or outside the network 10. 

Each radio in a radio module of a base station in the network 1 0 operates to receive or transmit specific information 

20 associated wilh a wireless communication to a mobile station. Typically, several radios in a radio module operate in 
conjunction with each other as a radio group for establishing and maintaining a wireless communication linkage. For 
example, a radio group may suitably include a first radio that operates over specific channels, called forward or downlink 
and reverse or uplink traffic channels, for transmitting and receiving voice signal information to and from a mobile 
station, respectively. Other radios may further be included in the group which operate over specific channels called 

25 overhead channels, such as pilot, access, paging and synchronization channels, for receiving and transmitting infor- 
mation associated with initially establishing and then maintaining a traffic channel communication linkage with a mobile 
station according to the protocol of the wireless network. Data received over overhead and traffic channels at the radios 
of a radio module are routed for processing to the processor within the respective base station according to conventional 
techniques 

30 The mobile radios 64-, 2 x may suitably receive data transmitted on traffic and overhead channels from any of the 

radios in the radio modules 44., 2 x of the base stations 40., 2 x . These data are then routed to the processors 62, 2 x , 
respectively, for processing. The processors 62-, 2 x also may suitably format data for transmission to a base station 
in the network 10 Further, the processors 42, 2 x and 62 12 x store data concerning selected processing activities and 
other additional data in counters in the memories 46-, 2 x and 66, 2 x , respectively. The protocol of the network 10 or 

35 ■ instructions provided to the processors 42-, 2 x and 62, 2 x specifically determine what data are stored. 

A wireless communication linkage between a caller in a publicly switched network and a mobile station in the 
network 10 is typically obtained as follows. The processor 36 of the ECP 22 transmits control message signals asso- 
ciated with establishing a communication or call to a mobile station via the switch 24 to a base station in the network 
10. The base station that is utilized for establishing the communication linkage may be any one of the plurality of base 
stations 40, 2 x that includes radios which can establish and maintain a wireless communication linkage with the mobile 
station. For purposes of illustration, the operation of the network 10 is explained below for a wireless communication 
linkage between the mobile station 60., and a radio in the base station 40,. It is to be understood that a similar com- 
munication linkage may be established between the mobile station 60, or another mobile station and any other radio 
in a base station in the network 10. Further, it is to be understood that a wireless communication may also be initiated 

45 by a mobile station in a wireless network and the destination of the call may be another mobile station in the wireless 
network. 

The control message signals transmitted from the ECP 22 and received at a radio in the base station 40, are 
piocessed by the processor 56,. Based on the data contained in the control message signals, the processor 56, 
provides formatted message signals to the radio module 44, for selection of a radio for transmitting overhead channel 
50 data to the mobile station 60, . For purposes of illustration, the radio 44, , in the radio module 42, is utilized for overhead 
channel transmission associated with establishing and maintaining a voice information communication linkage with 
the mobile station 60, 

If the linkage is established, another radio in the radio group including the radio 44-, ,, such as, for purposes of 
illustration, the radio 44, 2 , is utilized for voice signal information transmission to and from the mobile station 60, over 
55 specific downlink and uplink traffic channels. It is to be understood that the communication with the mobile station 60, 
may occur at any of a plurality of unique downlink and uplink channels upon which a radio in the radio module 44, may 
operate. 

As explained in Levy. VC.M. and Qian, Nanjan, "Call control signalling for personal communications over inter- 
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connected metropolitan area networks," Proceedings of the 1994 Networks lor Personal Communications, (March 
1 994) pp. 1 -5, incorporated by reference herein, call processing activities associated with establishing and maintaining 
a wireless communication linkage and transmitting voice information signals between the base station 40, and the 
mobile station 60-, are monitored by the processors 44-, and 64-, of the base station 40, and the mobile station 60,, 

5 respectively. The call processing activities which are typically monitored include (i) those activities occurring on or 
associated with overhead channels, such as the establishment or severance of a voice connection by a base station 
or mobile station, and the identities of pilot signals detected by mobile stations; and, (ii) those activities concerning the 
transmission of information on traffic channels, such as the level of communication activity in a predetermined period 
of time, the duration of a completed wireless transmission, severance of a voice connection by a base station or mobile 

io station and the percentage of voice information data transmitted in error per frame of voice data. 

According to the present invention, data representative of selected call processing activities are collected at a base 
station and a mobile station in a wireless network during the course of a wireless communication to provide for testing 
of a radio in the base station without removing the radio from service. The collected data values are accessed and 
then processed to allow for comparison to expected values in order to identify a failure condition in a radio which is 

is utilized for establishing: maintaining or effectuating a wireless communication linkage with a mobile station. A failure 
condition is defined as the detection ot a malfunction in the operation of a radio. The present invention provides the 
advantage that the frequency for testing a radio in the network 10 is not limited by the stringent cost considerations 
associated with removing a radio from service for testing by a separate RTU. Further advantages include cost efficien- 
cies gained by automation of radio testing procedures, and additional revenues which may be generated for a wireless 

20 communication service provider by lesling of the radio while it remains in service. 

hi a fust embodiment, methods for testing a radio in a base station which operates over traffic channels are de- 
scribed with reference to the flow diagrams shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B. FIG. 3A shows a process 100 for testing 
downlink traffic channel operation of a radio, and FIG. 3B shows a process 1 50 for testing uplink traffic channel operation 
of a rcidio It is lo be understood that the principles of this invention apply similarly for testing any radio in a base station 

2S which opcr itco over traffic channels. 

The processes 100 and 150 may be implemented as software algorithms which are downloaded to a memory of 
a base station and performed by the processor included therein. Alternatively, the algorithms associated with the proc- 
esses 100 and 150 may be downloaded to the memory 26 located in the MSC 20 for performance by the processor 
36 In another alternative embodiment, the algorithms may be accordingly downloaded to the memory of a base station 

30 and the memory 26 for performance, in part, by the processor of the base station and the processor 36 In still a further 
alternative embodiment, the algorithms may be downloaded to and executed by other network elements which may 
be included in the network 10. It is to be understood that other processes for implementing the inventive technique 
may be downloaded for execution in a similar manner. The details concerning the exchange of data between the MSC 
20 and the base station 40, which must occur for the processor 36 of the ECP 22 or other network elements to perform 

35 the steps of the processes 100 and 150, as described below, are well known and not a part of this invention. 

A radio in a base station in the network 1 0 may suitably be identified for testing according to a predetermined, user 
defined testing schedule which is incorporated into the downloaded testing algorithm. For purposes of illustrating the 
processes 100 and 150, the radio 44, , in the base station 40-, operates over downlink and uplink traffic channels, and 
is indicated for testing by the processor 56, according to the test schedule. 

40 Referring to FIGS. 2A and 3A, in step 102, the detector 50, probes the processor 56, to determine whether a 

wireless call is in progress to a mobile station from the radio 44, 1t in other words, whether voice message signals are 
being transmitted between the former and latter. The detector 50, obtains this information, according to well known 
techniques by having the processor 56, transmit a query to a suitable location in the memory 46, that contains the 
desired information If, in step 1 04, the detector 50-, determines from the query that a call is in progress from the radio 

45 44, ,, step 110 is executed. 

If a call is not in progress from the radio 44-, , , in step 1 06, the processor 56, provides a formatted message signal 
to a suitable radio in the radio group including the radio 44, , for routing to the ECP 22. The message signal directs 
that the next wireless communication for a mobile station in the network 10 be established, if possible, using the radio 
44, , Then, in step 108, the detector 50, continuously probes the processor 56, in a manner similar to that performed 

50 in step 102 until a call in progress is detected at the radio 44, -,. In an alternative embodiment, step 106 may be 
eliminated from the process 100 and step 108 may then be executed after step 104 if a call is not detected in progress 
in step 104. Step 110 is then executed following step 108. 

For purposes of illustration, it is assumed that a call in progress has been detected between the radio 44, and the 
mobile station 60, during step 102. It is to be understood, however, that the call in progress detected in step 102 or 

55 1 08 may involve any one of the mobile stations 60, 2 .. x ' n tne network 10. 

Continuing with the explanation of the process 100, in step 110, the processor 56-, directs a suitable radio in the 
radio group which includes the radio 44, , to transmit a reset counters message signal to the mobile station 60,. The 
reset message directs the microprocessor unit 62, to reset counters in the memory 66, which are used to store statistical 
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data representative of selected call processing activities concerning the transmission of voice signal information over 
the forward traffic channel utilized by the radio 44, , For example, in accordance with the CDMA protocol, detailed 
statistical data concerning the presence of errors in the frames of voice signal information which are transmitted over 
a traffic channel are generated using the well known error detection test of cyclic redundancy checking (CRC) at a 
5 base station and mobile station, respectively, during the course of a wireless communication. Data values represent- 
ative of the number of frames of transmitted voice signal information and the number of errors detected in each frame 
of data transmitted are stored in counters in the memories of a mobile station and a base station, respectively, as 
Mobile Retrievable Parameters (MRPs). Counters storing such parameters are reset in step 110 according to the in- 
ventive technique. 

10 Likewise, it is typical in a wireless network that a mobile station periodically transmits to a base station in the course 

of a wireless communication signals indicating that a call involving traffic channel transmission is currently in progress 
to the mobile station. In a CDMA network, for example, the voice signals actually transmitted by the mobile station are 
utilized for detecting that a cellular telephone call is in progress. In step 112, the detector 50-, attempts to detect whether 
the call to the mobile station 60, initially identified in either step 104 or step 108 has been continuously in progress 

is since the transmission of the reset message signal in step 110 a predetermined, user defined time interval earlier. The 
time interval used for comparison in step 112 should suitably be set equal to a value that ensures that sufficient data 
tor testing operation of the radio 44., 1 has been collected and stored in the memory 46, , and is preferably set equal 
to one minute. In a CDMA network, for example, data is typically transmitted at 20 msec/frame, such that a failure 
condition for the radio 44-, , for downlink traffic channel operation may typically reliably be determined according to the 

20 present invention if 3000 frames of data are collected in a one minute time interval since the call was detected. 

If, in step 112, the detector 50-, determines that the same call is not in progress, the test ends. Further downlink 
traffic channel testing of the radio 44-, , may then suitably be performed by re-commencing testing automatically from 
step 102. Otherwise, if the same call is still in progress, step 114 is executed. 

In step 1 1 4, the processor 56-, directs a suitable radio in the radio group which includes the radio 44 1 1 to transmit 

25 a message signal to the mobile station 60, which directs the microprocessor unit 62-, to (i) retrieve the data values 
concerning downlink traffic which are currently stored in the counters in the memory 66-, , and then (ii) to format these 
data for transmission or reporting by the mobile radio 64^ to a radio in the radio group which includes the radio 44, , 
in order to allow for further processing by the processor 56, . Further in step 1 1 4, the processor 56, stores any of these 
reported values in the memory 46,. 

30 Then in step 116, the processor 56, retrieves the stored data values concerning transmission on the downlink 

traffic channel of the radio 44, , and computes the frame error rate. In a CDMA network, for example, MRP values 
which represent the number of frames in error and the total number of frames transmitted during a particular time 
interval of the detected call in progress are the values which would have been transmitted to the base station 40, to 
allow for calculation of the frame error rate. 

35 in step 118, the processor 56, compares the computed frame error rate value to a user defined, expected error 

rate value. The expected error rate should suitably be set equal to a value which, based on field experience and 
experimentation, indicates that the quality of a wireless communication for a radio, such as a voice signal or paging 
transmission, is acceptable. The expected value may suitably be set equal to a value that exceeds the typical frame 
error rate value of 1% and, presently, is preferably set equal to 5%. If the computed error rate value does not exceed 

40 the expected error rate value, a failure condition is not declared for downlink traffic channel operation of the radio 44, ,. 
Otherwise, step 120 is executed. 

In step 1 20, the processor 56, increments a location in the memory 46, which is used for counting the number of 
iterations that the steps 110 through 118 of the process 100 are performed for testing the downlink traffic channel 
operation of the radio 44, ,. It is to be understood that a record of the number of iterations performed, or the iteration 

45 count, may be maintained using other well known means, such as including a separate counter in the base station 
40, . The iteration count is maintained, according to the inventive technique, in order to improve the probability that a 
failure condition which is declared for the radio 44, , is not falsely indicated. For example, it is known that environmental 
interference or a faulty operating condition at a mobile station may cause errors in the transmission between a radio 
and a mobile station which can contribute to the determination of a high computed error rate value. As explained below, 

50 traffic channel operation of the radio 44, , is tested for several iterations with different mobile stations to minimize the 
probability that a failure condition is incorrectly declared. Step 1 22 is executed after step 120. 

In step 122, the processor 56, determines whether the value of the iteration count stored in the memory 46, is 
equal to a preset, user defined iteration limit, which is preferably equal to three. If the iteration count is equal to the 
iteration limit, the processor 56, proceeds to perform step 126. Otherwise, step 124 is executed. 

55 in step 124, the processor 56, stores in the memory 461 data indicating the identity of the mobile station involved 

in the most recent iteration of the process 100, in other words, the mobile station which currently reported the data 
values in step 114 Further in step 1 24, the detector 50, probes the processor 56, , in a manner similar to that performed 
in step 102, until a call in progress is detected from the radio 44, , to a mobile station different than that previously 
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used tor obtaining data for testing the downlink traffic channel operation of the radio 44 t v Hereinafter, a mobile station 
not previously used tor obtaining call processing activity data during testing of traffic channel operation of a radio at 
interest is called a non-utilized mobile station. Non-utilized mobile stations are suitably selected in step 124 from avail- 
able mobile stations. 

5 Once the detector 50 1 in step 124 detects that a call is in progress from the radio 44 1 A to a non-utilized mobile 

station, steps 110 through 118 of the process 100 are performed using that mobile station in the same manner as 
explained above. After steps 110 through 118 are performed for a second iteration, if in step 118 the processor 56^ 
determines that a failure condition is once again indicated for the downlink traffic channel operation of the radio 44i -, , 
additional iterations of steps 1 1 0 through 1 1 8 are performed until the calculations using the data values obtained indicate 

10 that a failure condition is not present on the downlink traffic channel of the radio 44^ or the iteration limit is reached, 
whichever occurs first. 

Assuming that the iteration limit is reached in step 126, the indicator 54 1 provides an indication that a failure 
condition is present at the radio 44j ^ for operation on the downlink traffic channel This indication may be transmitted 
to the MSC 20 in a well known manner to provide a message signal to the system operator that maintenance procedures 

'5 should be performed on the radio 44! 1 to correct the failure condition. Typical maintenance procedures may include 
a technician removing a radio from a base station and replacing the radio, or re-programming the system software for 
altering the system operations of the base, station so that the failed radio is no longer used for purposes of receiving 
or transmitting communication signals. 

FIG. 3B shows the process 1 50 for testing operation of the uplink traffic channel of the radio 44 1 v In steps 152, 

20 154, 156 and 158 of the process 150, the detector 50! probes the processor 56^ in a manner which is similar, and 
preferably identical, to that described above for the steps 102, 104, 106 and 108 of the process 100, respectively, until 
a call in progress is detected between the radio 44-, -, and a mobile station in the network 10. After a call in progress 
to the radio 44! ^ is detected in step 154 or step 158, step 160 is executed For purposes of illustration, it is assumed 
that a call in progress to the mobile station 60 1 has been detected in step 154. 

25 In step 160, after a predetermined, user defined time interval has passed since the detection of the call, the detector 

50t probes the processor 56! to determine whether the call in progress identified in either step 154 or step 158 is 
continuing. As in step 112 of the process 100, the time interval is suitably set to a value that ensures that sufficient 
data are collected and stored for reliably determinating the operating condition of a radio under test. If the call has not 
continued for the defined interval, the test ends. Otherwise, step 161 is then executed. 

30 in step 161 , the processor 56-, retrieves the data values stored in the memory 46! according to the typical wireless 

network protocol. These data values concerns the detected call in progress and, in particular, the number of frames 
which were detected in error for the voice information frames transmitted from the mobile station 60-, to the base station 
40i over the uplink traffic channel of the radio 44i A . In step 1 62, the processor 56i utilizes these data values to compute 
the frame error rate for transmission on the uplink traffic channel of the radio 44^ . This calculation is performed in a 

35 manner similar to that in step 116 above. 

In step 164, the processor 56i compares the computed frame error rate value to an expected frame error rate 
value in the same manner as in step 116 of the process 100. Testing ends if the comparison indicates that the uplink 
traffic of the radio 44 A A channel is not failing. Otherwise, steps 166 through 172 are executed for determining whether 
further iterations of testing the uplink traffic channel of the radio 44! .v usin 9 one or more non-utilized mobile stations, 

40 should be performed. The steps 1 66 through 172 are similar., and preferably identical, to the steps 120 through 126 of 
the process 100, respectively. In the process 150, however, the processor 56! proceeds to perform step 160 after the 
detector 50! detects a call in progress to a non-utilized mobile station in step 170. 

In another embodiment of the invention, overhead channel operation of a radio is tested by collecting, during 
wireless communications and without removing the radio undertest from service, data concerning selected call process- 
es jng activities at a base station including the radio under test. 

FIG. 4 shows a process 200 for testing the operation of an overhead channel, known as a paging channel., of a 
radio in a base station of a wireless network when such testing is indicated by a predetermined, user defined test 
schedule. In a typical wireless network, such as a CDMA network, a paging message is transmitted by a radio on an 
overhead paging channel in response to an attempt by a mobile station to place a wireless call to the base station, or 

50 in response to a message signal transmitted from a mobile station indicating that the mobile station is prepared to 
accept a call that a radio in the radio group including the radio under test is attempting to place to that mobile station. 
The inventive technique takes advantage of the typical wireless network protocol requirement that a mobile station in 
the network respond to specific paging messages it receives base station, such that some of these page message 
signals may be used for testing whether a high probability for response exists. As more fully discussed below, selQcted 

55 paging message signals that a base station transmits in response to a mobile station are utilized for determining that 
a mobile station is in the vicinity of a base station. 

For purposes of illustrating the process 200, it is assumed that paging channel transmission occurs on the radio 
44i 2 in the base station 40i It is to be understood that the inventive technique may be implemented for testing paging 
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channel operation of other radios in base stations in the network 10. 

In step 202, the detector 50., monitors the radio 44 1 2 to detect the transmission of a paging message signal. The 
processor 56-, stores in a temporary location of the memory 46^ data representative of the time that a particular page 
message signal transmission is detected and the mobile station which is the destination of that paging message signal. 

5 In step 204, the detector 50 1 attempts to detect whether the destination mobile station transmits, within a defined 
interval from the time the page message signal transmission was detected, a message signal responsive to the page 
message signal. Ordinarily, a destination mobile station that is functioning properly would transmit, within an interval 
defined by the protocol of the wireless network, a message responsive to a paging message signal to a suitable radio 
in the base station that transmitted the paging message signal. 

10 In step 206, the processor 56^ creates a page message signal (PMS) data set for storing information in the memory 

46-, concerning a detected page message signal transmission and a response thereto by the destination mobile station. 
The PMS data set suitably includes representative data which identifies the time of detection of a paging message 
signal, the destination mobile station associated with the paging message signal transmission, whether a responsive 
message was transmitted by the destination mobile station and the time that any such response was detected. PMS 

is data sets are continuously collected in step 202 as part of testing the paging channel operation of a radio, and each 
PMS data set is stored in the memory 46 1 according to the time of detection. As explained below with reference to 
step 21 0 ; a total of B PMS data sets are suitably stored in the memory 46 1 , where B is preferably equal to one hundred, 
before processing of the stored data according to the inventive technique occurs. 

In step 208, the processor eliminates the most recently collected PMS data set from the memory 46-, if the 

20 destination mobile station for that PMS data set did not respond to the respective paging message signal within the 
defined tune interval and a PMS data set stored in the memory 46-, indicates that the identical mobile station did not 
respond to a previous page message signal. The PMS data set is eliminated from the memory 46-, because it is inferred 
that the particular destination mobile station of interest is not functioning properly. Of course, the first time that step 
202 is performed no action can occur in step 208. Step 210 is executed after step 208. 

25 in step 210 the processor bS^ determines from the memory 46-, whether B PMS data sets have been stored in 

the memory 46, If B PMS data sets have been stored, step 212 is performed, otherwise, data collection continues in 
step 202 

In step 21 2 the processor 56-, determines from the PMS data sets stored in the memory 46-, whether the proportion 
of paging messages not responded to exceeds a user defined, expected threshold value. Based on field experience, 

30 it is typically expected that mobile stations would respond to more than 99% of the transmitted page message signals 
on a timely basis Preferably, the threshold for comparison is set equal to 5%. A failure is declared for paging channel 
operation of the radio 41,_ 2 if the calculated value exceeds the threshold. In this case, the system operator would be 
notified that a repair is required. Otherwise, in step 213, an individual PMS data set is erased by the processor 56 1 
from the memory 46, in first-in-first-out order according to conventional techniques, in other words, the PMS data set 

35 stored in the memory 46^ which was detected earliest in time is erased from the memory 46-,. Data collection and 
testing for a paging channel failure then continues in step 202 according to the test schedule. 

In a further aspect of the invention, data representative of selected call processing activities may be collected 
during the course of a wireless communication for testing overhead channel operation of a plurality of radios in a 
wireless network by a processor external to the base stations which include the radios under test, without requiring 

40 the removal of any of these radios from service. By way of example, a process 300, shown in FIG. 5, for simultaneously 
testing all radios in the base stations 40-, 2 x of the network 10 which utilize overhead channels, called pilot signal 
channels, for establishing a wireless communication linkage is described below. 

For purposes of illustration, the ECP 22 is preferably utilized for performing the process 300. It is to be understood, 
however that the process 300 may be performed by other suitably operable network elements which may be included 

45 in the network 10 

At this point, pilot signal operation according to a typical wireless network protocol, such as CDMA, is explained 
to provide a background for understanding the process 300. Each base station has a geographic communication radius 
comprising one or more sectors. Each sector includes a radio called a pilot signal radio which continuously transmits 
a unique pilot signal over an overhead channel. A mobile station in the network, when activated, typically collects data 

50 representative of any pilot signal radio transmission which can be detected. The internal processing and memory 
capabilities of a mobile station control the number of pilot signals that a mobile station can detect and store. Each 
sector also suitably includes a radio for receiving a message signal, called a mobile access, on an overhead channel 
and a radio for transmitting and receiving traffic channel information. A mobile access is a message signal which, 
according to a typical wireless network protocol such as CDMA, a mobile station transmits on an overhead channel to 

55 a base station when the mobile station is within range and is communicating with a base station for any one of a number 
of reasons, in accordance with the present invention, the reception of a mobile access on a sector indicates that the 
pilot signal radio of the sector is functioning 

Referring to FIG 5. in step 302, the processor 36 determines whether data collection is indicated according to a 
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pilot signal test schedule. The pilot signal test schedule establishes times tor collection of data concerning call process- 
ing activities that includes the detection of pilot signals at the mobile stations 60-, 2 x and the reception of mobile ac- 
cesses at radios in the base stations 40 n 2 . x . The test schedule suitably indicates the times of day for the collection of 
data, and preferably provides for the collection of a set of data concerning selected call processing activities over a 

5 specified collection period, such as a one week period; at specific collection intervals, aa, over the collection period, 
such as every other hour each day of the collection period; and, at specific collection times during a collection interval, 
such as at each minute of an hour of a one hour collection interval. The number of collection intervals, aa, in a collection 
period may range from 1 to AA, where AA is a user defined value. The number of collection times per collection interval 
is defined as a collection frequency zz. As explained below, the collection frequency and the collection intervals of a 

10 test schedule may influence the reliability of calculations performed according to the present inventive technique for 
testing pilot signal radio operation, and may be changed as required. The pilot signal test schedule may be suitably 
downloaded to the memory 26 of the ECP 22 using conventional techniques to allow for easy modification of the 
schedule if such modification is indicated. When in step 302 the processor 36 determines that the test schedule indicates 
that data should be collected for a collection interval, step 304 is executed. 

' 5 In step 304, the processor 36 transmits first message signals to each of the processors 56 1 2x of the base stations 

40 t 2 x in the network 10 via the switch 24 and the transmission facilities 30 t 2 x , respectively. These first message 
signals contain instructions directing the microprocessor units 42^ 2 x in each of the base stations 40 1 2 x to provide 
for the collection of data concerning pilot signal detection at the mobile stations 60 1 2 x for the duration of the current 
collection interval, and then to transmit these data to the MSC 20 as explained in step 309 below. 

In step 307, a radio in a sector of a base station in the network 10 which includes a radio currently engaging in a 
wn eless communication with a mobile station, known as a mobile station on the sector of the pilot signal radio, transmits 
h second message signal to that mobile station at each collection time of the collection interval. The second message 
signal contains instructions that direct a mobile station (i) to collect data which identifies the source of all pilot signals 
th;it can be detected, and then (ii) to transmit a third message signal containing these collected data to a suitable radio 

- ■ m the sector of the base station that transmitted the second message signal to the mobile station. The third message 
signal may suitably be transmitted on a data sub-channel of the uplink traffic channel of a radio included in the sector 
which includes the pilot signal radio of interest. 

In step 30B, a detector in each base station at all times monitors the mobile access overhead channel activities of 
radios in the respective base station to detect the transmission of mobile accesses to radios in the sectors of the 

-V respective base station. The processors 56-, 2 x collect, and store in the memories 46 1 2 x , data representative of 
mobile accesses detected according to the time that a mobile access was detected and the sector of the base station 
that received the mobile access. Further, a detector in each base station in the network 10 that transmitted a second 
message signal detects whether a third message signal, which is associated with a second message signal transmis- 
sion at a particular collection time of the collection interval, was transmitted to a sector in the respective base station. 

35 For each detected third message signal transmission for the collection interval, the processor in the base station stores 
in its memory the data included in the third message signal. In this manner, data concerning the call processing activity 
of the detection pilot signal radio transmissions by mobile stations are collected in steps 307 and 308 in accordance 
with the present invention for testing pilot signal radios without removing the pilot signal radios in the network 10 from 
service Step 309 is then executed. 

-to in step 309, the processor of each base station formats for transmission and then transmits to the MSC 20 a fourth 

message signal including the data collected and stored at the base station during the collection interval. The fourth 
message signal suitably consists of the following data records concerning each third message signal transmission 
during the collection interval; the identity of a mobile station, MINj, that transmitted a third message signal to a sector, 
SEC, including the pilot signal radio PLTj of the sector SECi; and the sector of a base station where a mobile station 
was located when the pilot signal radio transmission was detected. Further, the fourth message signal data records 
also include the data collected concerning detected mobile accesses in step 308. For purposes of illustration, the 
network 10 includes sectors, where NUM is suitably equal to at least six, and preferably greater than 6. The fourth 
message signal may be iransrnilled lo Ihe MSC 20 after data is collected for each collection lime. Alternatively data 
may be collected for an entire collection interval, and then transmitted in its entirety as a fourth message signal at the 

so end of the collection interval 

In step 310, the processor 36 stores in the memory 26 data representative of the data records transmitted in the 
fourth message signals indexed according to the sector of the base station of origin. Preferably, the data concerning 
pilot signal detection that an on-scctor mobile station collects during a specific collection interval are stored in the 
memory 26 as data strings which are indexed by the collection interval, aa. These data strings may suitably include 

55 fields which identify the detected pilot signal radios, PLT a , PLT b , ... PLT 2 , the on sector mobile station MINj which 
detected the pilot signal radios and the sector, SECj, where the mobile station MINj was located at the time of detection 
of pilot signal radio transmissions A suitable data string including these fields may be expressed as follows: aa: MINj, 
SEC,:PLT a , PLT b , PLT Z Step 312 of the process 300 is then executed 
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In step 31 2, the processor 36 evaluates the data collected during the current collection interval in order to identify 
a potential pilot signal radio failure A potential pilot signal radio failure is declared if all of the following criteria are 
satisfied: (1) the pilot signal radio did not have any mobile stations on any traffic channel of its sectors during the 
collection interval: (2) a radio in the sector did not receive a mobile access: and, (3) the pilot signal radio was not 

5 detected by any mobile station during the collection interval. If a potential failure is not indicated, the processor 36 
proceeds to perform step 314. Otherwise, step 316 is executed. 

In step 314, the processor 36 examines the test schedule to determine if data for AA collection intervals, or a 
reference data set, has been stored in the memory 26. If data for AA collection intervals have not been stored, step 
302 is executed and data collection proceeds according to the test schedule. Otherwise, step 31 B is executed. 

10 in step 318, the processor 36 evaluates the data in the reference data set to determine whether revision of the 

test schedule is required. A test schedule may be indicated for revision if the processor 36 determines from the reference 
data set that the data collected and stored during the AA collection intervals are not sufficient, according to a user 
defined value, to ensure a highly reliable determination of whether a pilot signal radio is failing according to the present 
invention. Insufficient data collection may occur, for example, because too few mobile stations in a network may be 

'5 engaging in a wireless communication with radios of base stations during some of the indicated collection intervals of 
the pilot test schedule. In addition, test schedule revision is appropriate if a pilot signal radio was identified as operating 
properly only based on the detection of a mobile access, which, by itself, does not provide a highly reliable indication 
of pilot signal radio operation. A revision may also be indicated if a potential failure was not identified as actually failing, 
as explained below. 

20 | f test revision is required, in step 320, the indicator 34 provides such indication to the system operator. The revisions 

implemented may include modifying the schedule as to the times and the days of the week that collection of data occurs 
in order to provide for more data to be collected from a larger number of wireless communications occurring during 
data collection times. Otherwise, data collection proceeds from step 302. 

For the case where a potential failure is declared in step 312, then in step 316, the processor 36 determines 

2S whether the memory 26 includes data collected during a collection interval, called a past collection interval, that cor- 
responds in time to the current collection interval. For example, data collected for a past collection interval which, for 
example, starts on Monday at 1 a.m. for the previous one week collection period, corresponds in time to data collected 
for the current collection interval which starts on Monday at 1 a.m. during the current week. If the reference set does 
not include data for the corresponding past collection interval, step 314 is executed. Otherwise, step 324 is executed. 

30 in step 324, the processor 36 determines, based on the data collected for the corresponding past collection interval, 

the probability that a mobile station would have been present in a location that would have allowed for detection of a 
pilot signal transmission from a pilot signal radio which was declared potentially failing in step 312 for the current 
collection interval. In accordance with present inventive technique, such a probability is suitably estimated based on 
data collected concerning the detection of pilot signal transmissions from other pilot signal radios, respectively, during 

35 the corresponding past collection interval. 

In a preferred embodiment, the processor 36 suitably correlates the data stored in data strings for the past collection 
interval into composite data strings, which represent the unique combinations of mobile stations and pilot signal radios 
detected over that collection interval. For example, if the collected data indicated that a mobile station, MIN h on the 
sector SECj, detected only a pilot signal radio PLTj for the collection times in the first half of the collection interval, and 

40 only a pilot signal radio PLTj for collection times in the second half of the collection interval, the composite data string 
for this collection interval is suitably expressed as: aa:MINj, SECj: PLT comp , where PLT comp includes PLTj and PLTj. 

By way of example, in step 324, the processor 36 determines whether a potentially failing pilot signal radio, PLTj, 
is actually failing by computing the probability that a mobile station, which was on SECj at the some time during the 
past collection interval, would have detected the potentially failing pilot signal radio, PLTj. This probability is suitably 

4$ computed from the equation: 

P{(SEC j , aa), PLTj} = N(ilj)aa/N(i)aa, [1] 

where N(ilj)aa is equal to the number of mobile stations that reported to SECj the detection of pilot signal radio trans- 
missions at some time during the past collection interval which included the detection of a transmission from the pilot 

50 signal radio PLT jt and where N(i)aa is equal to the number of mobile stations which reported to the sector SECj the 
detection of pilot signal radio transmissions during the past collection interval. N(i)aa may preferably be determined 
from the number of composite strings stored in the memory 26 having different MIN,, and N(ilj)aa may preferably be 
determined from the number of composite strings having different MINj and both SECj and PLTj. In addition, in step 
324, the processor 36 may suitably compute the probability that a mobile station which crossed the geographic area 

55 covered by the sectors SECj, SECj. and SEC k which are in proximity to each other, and preferably in a straight line 
should have detected the potentially failing pilot signal radio PLTj during the current collection interval. The expected 
probability is that such a mobile station will detect all the pilot signals for the sectors SEC P SECj and SEC k , respectively. 
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The probability that the potentially failing pilot signal radio PLT } is detected by such a mobile station is computed from 
the equation: 

P{(SEC j ,SEC j ,aa),PLT k ) = N(i,jlk)aa/N(i,j)aa, [2j 

5 where N{i,jlk)aa is defined as the number of mobile stations that during the past collection interval reported to both 
SECjand SECj and also reported the detection of PLT k , and where N(i,j)aa is defined as the number of different mobiles 
that reported pilot signal radio detection on both SECj and SECj during the past collection interval. N(i j)aa may pref- 
erably be determined from the number of strings with different Mlty and both SECj and SECj. The values computed 
using equation [1] and [2] represent the proportions of mobile stations that meet the respective probability criteria. In 

10 an alternative embodiment, these values may be adjusted so that each probability value is lower than the expected 
value of the actual probability. The values may be adjusted, for example, by adding 1 to the denominator of equations 
[1] and [2] in order to avoid the case that the probability of detecting a pilot signal radio transmission is 100%. Using 
the adjusted values from equations [1] and [2], the probability that the potentially failing pilot signal radio PLTj should 
have been detected during the current collection interval may be suitably calculated as follows: 

15 

1 H (1 - PiSEC lt aa) PLTjW" ■ H { SEC t , S£C jf aa) rl^) j 3 j 

In step 326, based on the results of the computation performed in step 320, the processor 36 determines if any 
potentially failing pilot signal radio is indeed failing. By way of example, the processor 36 compares the value obtained 

20 for equation [3] with an expected threshold value, which is typically set equal to 99%. If the computed probability for 
detection of any potentially failed pilot signal is greater than the threshold, step 328 is executed. In step 328, as at 
least one pilot signal radio failure exists, the indicator 34 in step 328 provides an alert to the systems operator. Other- 
wise, test revision is performed in step 327 which is similar, and preferably identical, to step 318. If test revision is 
required, step 320 is executed. Otherwise, step 322 is executed. In step 322, the processor 36 erases the data stored 

25 in the reference set in the memory 26 for the past collection interval which corresponds, in time, to the current collection 
interval. Data collection then proceeds from step 302. 

It is to be understood that the embodiments and variations shown and described above are illustrative of the 
principles of this invention only and that various modifications may bo implemented by those skilled in the art without 
departing from the scope and spirit of the invention. 

30 



Claims 



1 . A method for testing a radio in a base station of a wireless communication network comprising the steps of: 

35 

detecting a wireless communication in progress between the radio and a mobile station in the network; 
collecting data concerning call processing activities associated with detecting frames in error on a traffic chan- 
nel of the radio during the course of the wireless communication between the radio and the mobile station; 
computing a frame error rate value from the collected data values; 
40 setting an expected frame error rate value; 

comparing the computed frame error rate value to the expected frame error rate value for purposes of deter- 
mining whether the radio is operating properly; and, 
providing an indication that the radio is failing. 

45 2. An apparatus for testing a radio in a base station of a wireless communication network, wherein the network 
comprises a plurality of mobile stations, the apparatus comprising: 

a detector for detecting a wireless communication in progress between the radio and the mobile station in the 
network, 

50 a memory for storing data concerning call processing activities associated with frames detected in error on a 

Iraffic channel of the radio which are collected during the course of a wireless communication between the 
radio and the mobile station, and for storing an expected frame error rate value; 

a processor for computing a frame error rate value from the collected data values and for comparing the 
computed frame error rate value to the expected frame error rate value in order to determine whether the radio 
55 is operating properly; and, 

an indicator for indicating that the radio is failing. 
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3. The apparatus claim 2, wherein the indicator is an audible alarm means which provides an audible signal when 
the radio is determined to be failing. 

4. The apparatus claim 2, wherein the indicator is an visual display means which provides an audible signal when 
5 the radio is deemed tailing. 

5. A method for testing a radio in a base station of a wireless communication network comprising the steps of: 

detecting a wireless communication in progress between the radio and a mobile station in the network; 
10 collecting data concerning selected call processing activities during the course of the wireless communication 

between the radio and the mobile station; 
processing the collected data values; and, 

comparing the processed data values to expected values for purposes of determining whether the radio is 
operating properly. 

75 

6. The method of claim 1 or 5, wherein the step of collecting data is performed at the mobile station in the network. 

7. The method of claim 1 or 5, wherein the step of collecting data is performed at the base station. 

20 8. The method of claim 1 or 5, wherein the step of collecting data is performed at the base station and the mobile 
station. 

9. The method of claim 5, wherein the radio operates over traffic channels. 

25 10. The method of claim 5, wherein the radio operates over overhead channels. 

11. The method of claim 1 0, wherein the call processing activities data are collected for testing the operation of a pilot 
signal channel of the radio. 

30 12. The method of claim 9, wherein the call processing activities data are collected for testing the operation of an 
uplink channel operation of the radio. 

The method of claim 9, wherein the call processing activities data are collected for testing the operation of a 
downlink channel of the radio. 

The method of claim 5, further comprising the step: 
providing an indication whether the radio is operating properly. 

15. An apparatus for testing a radio in a base station of a wireless communication network, wherein the network 
comprises a plurality of mobile stations, the apparatus comprising: 

a detector for detecting a wireless communication in progress between the radio and the mobile station in the 
network, 

a memory for storing data concerning selected call processing activities which are collected during the course 
of a wireless communication between the radio and the mobile station; 

a processor for processing the collected data values stored in the memory and comparing the processed data 
to expected values in order to determine whether the radio is operating properly; and, 
an indicator for indicating the operating condition of the radio. 

16. The apparatus of claim 2 or 15, wherein the apparatus is included in the base station of the radio under test. 

17. The apparatus of claim 2 or 15 : wherein the apparatus is included in a base station in the network that does not 
contain the radio under test. 

18. The apparatus of claim 2 or 15, wherein the apparatus is included in a mobile switching center of the network. 

19. The apparatus of claim 2 or 15, wherein the data concerning call processing activities are collected at the mobile 
station in the network 



13. 

35 

14. 
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20. The apparatus of claim 2 or 15, wherein the data concerning call processing activities are collected at the base 
station 

21. The apparatus of claim 2 or 15, wherein the data concerning call processing activities are collected at the mobile 
5 station and the base station. 

22. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the processor collects data concerning call processing activities for testing 
traffic channel operation of the radio. 

10 23. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the processor collects data concerning call processing activities for testing 
overhead channel operation of the radio. 

24. The apparatus of claim 23, wherein the overhead channel tested is a pilot channel. 

'5 25. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the traffic channel tested is an uplink channel. 

26. The apparatus of claim 22 , wherein the traffic channel tested is a downlink channel. 

27. A method for testing downlink traffic channel operation of a radio in a base station of a wireless communication 
20 network, comprising the steps of: 

(A) detecting a wireless communication in progress between the radio and a mobile station in the network; 

(B) transmitting a first message signal from the base station to the mobile station during the course of the 
detected wireless communication directing the mobile station to collect selected data concerning call process- 

25 ing activities associated with downlink transmission from the radio; 

(C) transmitting a second message signal from the base station to the mobile station directing the mobile 
station to transmit to the base station a third message signal containing data representative of the collected 
call processing activities data, if the detected wireless communication is still in progress a preset interval after 
detection; 

30 (D) computing a frame error rate for transmission on the downlink channel using the call processing activities 

data included in the third message signal; 

(E) performing steps (A), (B), (C) and (D) for a predetermined number of iterations for testing the downlink 
traffic channel operation of the radio using a non-utilized mobile station of the network for each iteration, if the 
computation performed in step (D) for the first time that step (D) is performed and each subsequent time that 

35 step (D) is performed results in the computation of an error rate value which exceeds a threshold error rate 

value; and, 

(F) indicating a failure condition on the downlink traffic channel if the predetermined number of iterations have 
been performed and the final computation of an error rate value for the downlink traffic channel transmission 
number exceeds the threshold error rate value. 

40 

28. The method of claim27, wherein the step (A) further comprises the step of transmitting a fourth message to a 
mobile switching center of the network directing that a wireless communication be completed using the radio. 

29. An apparatus for testing downlink traffic channel operation of a radio in a base station of a wireless communication 
is network, comprising: 

a detector for detecting a wireless communication in progress between the radio and a mobile station in the 
network; 

a memory for storing data concerning selected call processing activities associated with wireless communi- 
50 cations which may be collected at the mobile station during the course of a wireless communication between 

the radio and the mobile station; 

a processor for computing a frame error rate for transmission on the downlink channel of the radio using the 
call processing activities data stored in the memory, wherein the processor directs the detector to detect a 
wireless communication over the downlink traffic channel to a non-utilized mobile station in the network for a 
55 predetermined number of iterations if the first time that the computation is performed and each subsequent 

time that the computation is performed results in the computation of an error rate value which exceeds a 
threshold error rate value; and. 

an indicator for indicating that downlink traffic channel operation of the radio is not properly functioning if the 
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predetermined number of iterations have been performed and the final computed error rate value exceeds the 
threshold error rate value. 

30. A method for testing uplink traffic channel operation of a radio in a base station of a wireless communication 
5 network, comprising the steps of: 

(A) detecting a wireless communication in progress between the radio and a mobile station in the network; 

(B) retrieving call processing activities data stored at the base station concerning transmission on the uplink 
" traffic channel of the radio, if the detected wireless communication is still in progress after a preset interval 
since detection in step (A); 

(C) computing a frame error rate for transmission on the uplink channel using the call processing activities 
data retrieved in step (B); 

(D) performing steps (A), (B), and (C) for a predetermined number of iterations for testing the downlink traffic 
channel operation of the radio using a non-utilized mobile station of the network for each iteration, if the com- 
putation performed in step (C) for the first time that step (C) is performed and for each subsequent time that 
step (C) is performed results in the computation of an error rate value which exceeds a threshold error rate 
value; and, 

(E) indicating that a failure condition exists on the uplink traffic channel if the predetermined number of iterations 
have been performed and the computation of an error rate value for the uplink traffic channel transmission 
exceeds the threshold error rale value. 

31. The method of claim 30, wherein the step (A) further comprises the step of transmitting a fourth message to a 
mobile switching center of the network directing that a wireless communication be completed using the radio. 

32. An apparatus for testing uplink traffic channel operation of a radio in a base station of a wireless communication 
network, comprising: 

a detector for detecting a wireless communication in progress between the radio and a mobile station in the 
network; 

a memory for storing data concerning selected call processing activities associated with wireless communi- 
cations which may be collected at the base station during the course of a wireless communication between 
the radio and the mobile station; 

a processor for computing a frame error rate for transmission on the uplink channel of the radio using the call 
processing activities data stored in the memory wherein the processor directs the detector to detect a wireless 
communication over the uplink traffic channel to a non-utilized mobile station in the network for a predetermined 
number of iterations if the first time that the computation is performed and each subsequent time that the 
computation is performed results in the computation of an error rate value which exceeds a threshold error 
rate value; and, 

an indicator for indicating that uplink traffic channel operation of the radio is not properly functioning if the 
predetermined number of iterations have been performed and the final computation error rate value exceeds 
the user set threshold error rate value. 

33. A method for testing paging overhead channel operation of a radio in a base station of a wireless communication 
network, comprising the steps of: 

45 

(A) maintaining a time indexed record of each page message signal transmission by the radio to a destination 
mobile station; 

(B) detecting whether a response is received from the destination mobile station, 

(C) maintaining records of which mobile stations in the network were the destination mobile stations for page 
50 message signals transmissions and which mobile stations responded to page message signal transmissions; 

(D) deleting the record corresponding to the circumstance where the destination mobile station did not respond 
to the page message signal transmission and that mobile station is the same as another mobile station that 
did not respond to an earlier page message signal transmission; and, 

(E) computing from the records when a preset number of records of page message signal transmissions are 
55 stored whether the number of page message signals not responded to exceeds a preset percentage of the 

total number of page message signals transmitted by the radio. 

34. An apparatus fortesting paging overhead channel operation of a radio in a base station of a wireless communication 
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network, comprising: 

a memory for maintaining a time indexed record of each page message signal transmission by the radio to a 
destination mobile station; 

5 a detector for detecting whether a response is received from the destination mobile station; and, 

a processor for storing in the memory records of which mobile stations in the network were the destination 
mobile stations for page message signals transmissions and which mobile stations responded to page mes- 
sage signal transmissions in the memory, wherein the processor deletes the record from the memory corre- 
sponding to the circumstance where the destination mobile station did not respond to the page message signal 

10 transmission and that mobile station is the same as another mobile station that did not respond to an earlier 

page message signal transmission, and wherein the processor computes from the records when a preset 
number of records of page message signal transmissions are stored whether the number of page message 
signals not responded to exceeds a preset percentage of the total number of page message signals transmitted 
by the radio. 

15 

35. A method for testing a radio of a sector in a base station of a wireless communication network which operates over 
an overhead channel, comprising the steps of: 

detecting a wireless communication in progress between the sector and a mobile station in the network; 
20 collecting data concerning selected call processing activities during the course of the wireless communication 

between the sector and the mobile station; 
processing the collected data values; and, 

comparing the processed data values to expected values for purposes of determining whether the radio is 
operating properly. 

25 

36. The method of claim 35, where the call processing activities data are collected for testing the operation of a paging 
channel of the radio. 

37. An apparatus for testing a radio of a sector in a base station of a wireless communication network which operates 
30 over an overhead channel, wherein the network comprises a plurality of mobile stations, the apparatus comprising: 



a detector for detecting a wireless communication in progress between the sector and the mobile station in 
the network, 

a memory for storing data concerning selected call processing activities which are collected during the course 
35 of a wireless communication between the sector and the mobile station; 

a processor for processing the collected data values stored in the memory and comparing the processed data 
to expected values in order to determine whether the radio is operating properly; and, 
an indicator for indicating the operating condition of the radio. 

40 38. The apparatus of claim 37, wherein the overhead channel tested is a paging channel. 

39. A method for testing pilot overhead channel operation of pilot signal radios in a plurality of base stations, respec- 
tively, of a wireless communication network, wherein the network comprises a plurality of mobile stations, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

45 

providing a first message signal to each base station when a pilot test schedule indicates that data collection 
should be performed for a collection interval, wherein the first message signal directs a first radio in a sector, 
the sector including a pilot signal radio and a second radio engaging in a traffic channel wireless communication 
with a mobile station, to transmit a second message signal to the mobile station, wherein the first message 
50 signal further directs each base statjon to collect data concerning mobile accesses received from mobile sta- 

tions, wherein the second message signal directs the mobile station to collect data concerning the identity of 
all pilot signals that the mobile station can detect and transmit the collected data in the form of a third message 
signal to a third radio in the radio group, 

storing in a memory in each base station data concerning mobile accesses received during the collection 
55 interval and the data received as part of the third message signals; 

transmitting to a mobile switching center fourth message signals comprising data representative of the data 
stored in each base station for the collection interval; 

determining from the data collected for the collection interval whether a pilot signal radio is potentially failing; 
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determining whether data was collected and stored in the memory for a collection interval that corresponds, 
in time, to a previous collection interval. 

calculating the probability that a potentially failing pilot signal is indeed failing using data collected for the past 
collection interval; and, 
5 providing an indication whether a failure exists. 

40. The method of claim 39, further comprising the step of: 

revising the test schedule if insufficient data are being collected. 
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